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News Bulletin of the Port Geographe Landowners Association – April 2021   

  

Waters Edge goes to members and landowners via an expanding mailing list. This issue covers 

the Technical Working Group update, a proposal to dredge sand off the Western Beach, a 

delay in determination of future minimum floor levels for developers and a whole lot more.    

 

 

 Sea wrack Bypass Project- 

Technical Working Group Update  
  

This group is made up of public service 

executives and their consultants for the 

Department of Transport, Busselton City 

Council, Port Geographe Land Owners 

Association, Western Beach Residents 

Association and representatives for the 

Wonnerup residents.  

  

A special mention should be made of Peter 

Maccora, Western Beach Residents 

Association for his tireless work over many 

years to address the sea wrack problems 

and our Association acknowledges his 

enormous contribution to this cause. 

 

Our ultimate goal is to achieve natural sea 

wrack bypass at the harbour breakwater. 

 In the immediate, it is intended to return to 

pushing sea wrack into the sea on the 

Western Beach prior to suitable winter 

storms this year. 

 

 
 
Photo: Lesueur Close to Breakwater 1st December 

2020 show accretion of sand all the way to the 

breakwater 

http://www.portgeographe.com.au/
http://www.portgeographe.com.au/
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The aim is to assist natural bypassing of 

sea wrack, reduce the accumulation of sea 

wrack on the Western Beach and potentially 

reduce the amount of sea wrack in the 

entrance channel. This procedure proved 

successful last year but the program should 

deliver greater benefit as it is planned to 

take place earlier this year.  

 

Results this summer have been 

encouraging. The beach line now extends 

past Lesueur Close all the way to the 

harbour breakwater and the amount of sea 

wrack accumulated is well down on 

previous years. 

 

We are not there yet, but the indicators are 

positive unless, perhaps, Mother Nature has 

other ideas. 

 

 

Proposal to dredge sand on the 

Western Beach   
 

The dredging of the Western 

Beach has received a lot of 

publicity lately.  

 

Simply put the Department of Transport 

[DoT], who has the responsibility for the 

Port Geographe Coastal Management Area 

has under consideration a proposal to 

dredge sand from the Western Beach and 

pipe it to Wonnerup beach. 

 

Due to the unfavourable wind patterns in 

the winter months, Wonnerup beachfront 

is susceptible to erosion and in need of 

sand replenishment annually.  

 

The argument against taking sand from the 

Western Beach, for any purpose, is to 

ensure sand accretion and its migration 

along the Western Beach continues 

unabated during this critical phase of the 

sea wrack Bypassing Project. At a time 

when natural sand accretion is assisting the 

positive outcomes, risking that could 

jeopardise and/or delay the results we have 

all worked hard to achieve. 

 

That said, the replenishment of sand along 

Wonnerup Beach is important and must be 

addressed. DoT is currently trialling 

dredging sand from the offshore disposal 

area and pumping it on Wonnerup Beach. 

 

The offshore disposal area is where all the 

previously dredged material is stockpiled off 

the coast. This is not a sustainable solution 

in the long term but may assist in the short 

term. Other possible solutions are currently 

being looked at by DoT. 

 

 
 
Photo: Department of Transport trialling offshore sand 

dredging onto Wonnerup Beach 18th March 2021 

 

Future Minimum Floor Levels 
 

Development and marketing of new 

residential Lots at Port Geographe has 

been delayed for more than two years now 

due to uncertainty about required minimum 

floor levels for future housing. Most 

developments to date, in the Port 

Geographe area have an AHD[Australian 

Height Datum] of 2.5m. 

 

A West Australian State Government 

Planning Commission study in relation to 

allowances for sea level rise into the future, 

resulted in an initial figure of 3.8m above 

AHD, an increase of 1.3m.  
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 The method used to ascertain the minimum 

floor level of 3.8m AHD had a lot of 

conservatism. A sea level rise assumed 

was 900mm over the next 100 years (9mm 

per year). The historic average rate of sea 

level rise at Bunbury has been about 2.5mm 

per year.  

 

On top of this sea level rise, an allowance 

for a 1 in 500-year tidal surge was adopted. 

This compares to a 1 in 100-year flood level 

as the normal standard when planning 

residential development level near rivers. 

 

 The 1 in 500-year surge event was added 

to the full sea level rise at the end of the 

100 years and a further freeboard added. 

 

The adoption of a minimum floor level of 

3.8m AHD creates several difficulties. For 

Lots where the canal walls are already in 

place, a very large setback is required so as 

not to overload the wall. In some cases, the 

available area left to build on makes the 

land not worth developing.  

 

Many existing roads have a level of about 

2.1m AHD. Ramping up to 3.8m AHD will 

create access challenges. For greenfield 

sites, the cost of extra sand fill to 3.8m AHD 

and building new canal walls to a greater 

height makes development 

uneconomic and development will 

remain stalled. 

 

 Forcing developers to go to 3.8m 

AHD does nothing to address sea level rise 

and tidal surge for the rest of Busselton or 

for Dunsborough. An overall coastal 

protection plan extending from Wonnerup to 

Dunsborough would make more sense. 

Progressively over the next 50 to 100 years 

City of Busselton could build sea walls, 

levees and surge barriers that protect all of 

the City. It will be expensive but then so 

would abandoning the current City and 

retreating to the Whicher Scarp. 

 

Port Geographe Land Owners Association 

made a detailed submission arguing for 

more reasonable future minimum 

development level. That submission can be 

found on our website: 

www.portgeographe.com.au/newport.  

Our submission and others have had an 

effect. PGLOA were pleased to receive 

information that the City of Busselton 

commissioned a Coastal Hazard Risk 

Management and Adaption Plan 

(CHRMAP). 

 

 The draft CHRMAP should be available for 

public comment now. PGLOA is optimistic 

that a practical and sensible minimum floor 

level will be set for future stages of Port 

Geographe that is less than 3.8m AHD 

while still allowing for some sea level rise. 

 

Port Geographe Marina- 
There more to see than meets the eye.  

On arrival, its lots of yachts and motor 

cruisers, charter boats, luxury motor yachts 

in their pen moorings and The Deck Bar and 

Restaurant that first catches you eye. 

If you spend more time at the Marina, you 

are bound to discover some of its secrets. 

Here are just a few: - 

• Fishability is a not- for- profit 

organisation that provides people 

with disabilities, the elderly, school 

aged children and others, an 

opportunity to participate in 

recreational fishing at Port 

Geographe Marina. 

 
 
‘‘Catch a fish, have fun, learn new skills!”  Fishability 

http://www.portgeographe.com.au/newport
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To find out more and where and 

when to come along, there is an 

excellent website: 

            www.fishability.org.au 

 

• Sail into Life: Sailing for the disabled, 

seniors and others in modified boats 

with experienced skippers takes 

place in the sheltered waters around 

Port Geographe Marina.  

 

 
 

These small yachts sit low in the 

water and even at modest speeds, 

they give the feeling on zipping 

along, so the sailing experience is 

exhilarating. 

 

To find out more contact David 

Eyres, Rotary Club, Busselton on 

0407 697717 

       Good on u,Rotary!! 

 

  

Speeding in the Canals 
 

The number of small craft using Port 

Geographe waterways is ever increasing as 

evidenced by the number of cars and trailers 

using the excellent six boat ramps and the 

parking and overflow parking facilities.  

  

The authority responsible for ensuring 

skippers adhere to posted boat speeds, 

carry the necessary safety equipment and 

behave in a safe and responsible manner on 

the water is the Department of Transport / 

Marine / Recreational boating. [Dot] 

Port Geographe Land Owners Association 

[PGLOA] takes boat’s speeding and 

misbehaving in our waterways very seriously 

and works closely with the Department’s 

officers to address these issues. 

 

Currently there are sixteen “5 knot” speeding 

signs located at the boat ramp, harbour 

entrance, marina and at vantage points on 

dry land.  

 

 
 

 
 

An additional float sign has just been 

installed at the junction of the main canal 

and the entry canal to the marina and boat 

ramp. This highly visible four sided sign is 

having the desired effect. 
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Over the summer months, DoT located a 

variable message board at the boat ramp to 

alert skippers to the speeding fines and their 

responsibility for boat wash in the Port 

Geographe waterways. 

 

  
 

   

 
 

Located on the end of Port Geographe 

Marina “H” Jetty is a radar boat speed sign. 

As vessels from the boat ramp come 

towards it, the radar illuminates the boat 

speed recorded.  

  

 
 

Recently PGLOA wrote to the Skipper 

Ticket instructors using Port Geographe as 

their centre of activity requesting an 

emphasis in their training on boat speed 

and wake management in the canals. 

 

The damage boat wake can cause is not 

fully understood. An operator [skipper] is 

responsible for his or her vessel’s wake 

and any damage or personal injury it may 

cause. It may come as a surprise but there 

are solicitors in W.A. dealing in this type of 

litigation.  

 

PGLOA is working on the introduction of a 

sign that addresses this important aspect 

of boating in confined 

spaces. It is not our 

intention to visually pollute 

our waterway so they will 

be limited in number. Here 

is a mock-up of the sign.    

They will be erected at the beginning of 

Spring in selected locations throughout the 

Port Geographe waterways.  

 

We take this opportunity to thank Peter 

Beattie, Josh Reagan and Peter Westgate 

from the Department of Transport – Marine 

for their tireless work looking after the 

waterways of Port Geographe and 

Geographe Bay. 
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Do we really know where we are ? 
 

Back in February 2019, Beach Emergency 

Number signs were installed along the 

Busselton coast by Sharksmart- 

Department of Primary Industries and 

Regional Development. 

 

Its purpose is to provide emergency 

services with an accurate location of any 

incident requiring their urgent assistance. 

 

Each sign has a unique reference number. 

At the Port Geographe Boat Ramp that 

number is BSN6001.   

 

 
 

PGLOA has submitted some additional 

locations for consideration. Sensations 

Beach, The Lagoon and the park between 

Keel Retreat and Mainsail Street.  

 

This raises an important question- 

Do we really know where we are ? 

 

Of the thirteen parks and reserves in the 

Geographe, Port Geographe and 

Wonnerup Special Area Rate [SAR] 

footprint, none have a name. 

 

When referring to the park alongside Keel 

Retreat and Mainsail Street, do we include 

Anchor Way or would it be easier all round 

to give the park a name. 

 

This conundrum continues. Pick another  

park, this one is a lovely park to stroll 

through with water views, the one between 

Marine Terrace, Navigation Way, Burgee 

Cove and Headstay Cove.  

 

 
 

In an emergency, an accurate location is  

vital to getting services on site in the 

shortest possible time. Can it be made 

easier? 

 

I hate to add a new layer to this debate but 

spare a thought for the canals. None are 

named. So what, you might say!  

 

Well try and have a conversation with 

someone describing what part of the Port 

Geographe waterway you are trying to 

refer to. It’s not easy. 

 

When PGLOA is meeting with DoT-Marine 

we bring out our own map with alpha 

denoted location references as shown 

below:-  
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In the previous article on Boat Speeding in 

the canals, an attempt was made to 

describe the exact location of the Floating 

speed sign:- 

 

“An additional float sign has just been 

installed at the junction of the main canal 

and the entry canal to the marina and boat 

ramp.” 

 

For boaters frequently using the waterways 

that description may well be enough. For 

others, identifying the main canal may not 

be so straight forward. Does the main 

canal start at the breakwater harbour 

entrance and go to the footbridge or 

continue along between Lanyard Blvd. and 

Keel Retreat. Irrespective of its location, 

would calling the main canal the main 

channel be more appropriate or is there a 

better way to identify these locations. 

 

The committee is reviewing a number of 

suggestions for canal names including but 

not limited to ShipTypes, Bird Names, Fish 

Names, Winery Names, Local notables.  

 

If you would like to contribute to the 

debate, please drop us a line by email as 

follows: 

            pgloa6280@gmail.com 

 

 

Busselton City Council 

Thank you for your Support  
 

Throughout 2020, the PGLOA and the 
Busselton City Council held meetings to 
discuss a wide range of issues pertinent to 
land owners in Geographe, Port Geographe  
and Wonnerup Special Area Rates area. 
 
We would like to take this opportunity to 
thank Grant Henley, Mayor, Mike Archer, 
CEO and the team at the Busselton City 
Council for all they have done in 2020 for 
the SAR ratepayers in enhancing the quality 

of life in and around Geographe, Port 
Geographe and Wonnerup. 
 
Seagrass Wrack: As PGLOA and BCC are 
stakeholders in the Technical Working 
Group, our views are independently formed 
but there is a synergy of purpose to deliver 
the best possible outcome/s for the 
ratepayers.    
 
Access to Western Beach: The sand 
pathways in 2020 are the best to date and 
extend to Lesueur Close. Foot traffic has 
been very high this summer which is a 
reward in itself. BCC’s continued 
commitment has not gone unnoticed with 
Council conducting further grooming of the 
sea wrack area taking place in January 
2021. 
 

 
Photo: Sand path entry at Lesueur Close 

 
Recreational Area-Western Port 
Entry: The new BBQ facility has recently 
gone in and has proven popular with 
residents and holiday makers. It is located in 
one of the best vantage points in Port 
Geographe with uninterrupted views to the 
harbour entrance and beyond. 
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Sensations Beach: The crushed limestone 
path extension has made beach access so 
much easier, particularly with early morning 
kayak paddlers, young families with 
prams/strollers and the disabled. 
 
The new landscaped garden area with bike 
rack and bench seating outside Sensations 
Cafe is a significant improvement in this 
area of Port Geographe. 
 

 
 
Footbridge -Eastern Side: The 
development of the parkland in the public 
open space is a welcome addition and is 
now a lot easier on the eyes for those 
enjoying the views from the footbridge.  
 
Street Lighting: Perhaps the unsung hero 
of Council activities is the replacement of the 
aging, iconic street lights in the older 
sections of Port Geographe. The two 
year program goes on with not much notice, 
unless one light happens to go out.  
 
No Fishing sign on the 
Footbridge:  Council’s prompt 
attention to this important safety 
issue is greatly appreciated. 
 
Christmas Lights: The Christmas Lights 
Canal Competition was complemented by 
the launch of a Dry Lot Christmas Lights 
Competition. Your support included a part 
sponsor fund of $500 together with the 
dressing of the Keel Retreat traffic bridge 
and the footbridge with christmas lights.  
 

Road Safety issues:  Council has always 
responded swiftly to addressing blind spot 
traffic hazards brought to your notice. 
PGLOA recently submitted a list of footpath, 
curb and gutter hazards which have been 
included in the Council schedule of 
maintenance.  
Rabbit and Mosquito 
Programs: PGLOA receives many concerns 
from Land Owners over these two pest 
issues. Council officers have always been 
helpful and informative in responding to our 
enquiries and we get a better and up to date 
understanding of the extent of Council work 
going on behind the scenes.  
 
Parks and Gardens:  Geographe, Port 
Geographe and Wonnerup are well 
represented in the number and the high 
standard of our parks and gardens. The 
latest on the corner of Lanyard Boulevard is 
proving popular now that the vegetation has 
grown considerably. The plantings along 
Layman Road are also growing nicely and 
when fully developed will showcase this part 
of Port Geographe.     
 
As a Council, there is always work to be 
done in maintaining and enhancing the 
public open space. In July 2020, Port 
Geographe Land Owners Association 
produced Pride of Place, a wish list of ideas 
and shared them with Council and 
ratepayers alike. It aimed to engage in the 
process of identifying where the available 
funds could be best sent. Some of these 
ideas were adopted by Council, for which we 
are grateful. 
 
We look forward to working together in the 
year that just started with the City of 
Busselton Council in the best interests of our 
SAR ratepayers of Geographe, Port 
Geographe and Wonnerup. 
 

 

 

 

  

 

 

With the Compliments of 

Geoff Cocks, Chair, 

Grahame Gallagher, Secretary 

and the Committee 

of 

Port Geographe Land Owners Assoc. 

April, 2021 


